
 
 

 

THE FAILED PROMISE OF RECONSTRUCTION 
Levine grippingly portrays the conflicts that brought Douglass and the wider Black community 
to reject Johnson and call for a guilty verdict in his impeachment trial. He brings fresh insight 
by turning to letters between Douglass and his sons, speeches by Douglass and other major 
Black figures like Frances E. W. Harper, and articles and letters in the Christian Recorder, the 
most important African American newspaper of the time. In counterpointing the lives and 
careers of Douglass and Johnson, Levine offers a distinctive vision of the lost promise and dire 
failure of Reconstruction, the effects of which still reverberate today. 
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